
connect with parents

Mailing lists of group chats are helpful. You
can chat with parents going through home
school the first time, share stories, get tips.
Times may be hard but you don't have to go
through it alone.

find some online
resources for...

Worksheets and Activities
Online quizzes
Focus timers

coordinate with teachers

Follow the learning plans, but have a chat with the teacher to learn
what is expected of them and of you. Build a workflow that works
for your child and your family.

play it out

 Breathe a sigh of relief: you've conquered the biggest hurdle: choosing a
topic. Now, create your outline to ensure you can fully develop the idea. Then,
set a time to start writing your first draft. 

make a value proposition

Make a short list of your values. Then, write down the leading idea you hope to
convey in your entire application (your "narrative"). Third, look up each college's
mission and values. For each school, jot down the concepts that align with who you
are and what you are hoping to convey. 

BE brave

Looking at your brainstorm, consider which ideas best support your
narrative and align with each college's mission and values. Where would
your voice be strongest? Be brave and willing to go deep. Check in with a
trusted adult or two and see what feedback they have.

The College Essay
 

Know the prompts

Find each college's prompts on their web site or application portal. Write
down each question and required length. If they are last year's prompts,
make a note to return later and see if they have been updated.

Let's Get Started

Brainstorm topics

Note which colleges have similar questions - can one essay answer both? Then, for
each prompt, make a list of relevant examples and stories from your life. List
everything that comes to mind without judging. You might want to pause and return
to the list several times before finishing. 
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